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I. Policy Summary 
A. The Socrates Academy Board of Directors (hereinafter the “Board”) will admit students 

through a public lottery. 
B. Any child who is qualified under the laws of this State for admission to a public school is 

qualified for admission to a charter school. 
C. Socrates Academy shall not discriminate against any student on the basis of ethnicity, 

national origin, gender, or disability. 
D. Each year, the Academy Leadership Team will prepare an Admissions Procedures Packet 

with specific dates, documentation requests, and application information.  This packet will 
be shared with the Board and published via the school website. 

E. Students must be legally domiciled in the state of North Carolina at the time they submit an 
application to be eligible to participate in a charter school lottery.  Proof of residency is 
required. 

F. Only complete applications, including all necessary supporting documentation, will be 
eligible for consideration in the Socrates Academy lottery and enrollment process.  Failure to 
provide the requested evidence, as outlined in the Admissions Procedures Packet, will make 
the application ineligible for consideration in the lottery. 

G. Once students are admitted to Socrates Academy, they will retain their position as pupils in 
the school until they leave voluntarily, graduate from the school, or are expelled, provided 
the proper re-enrollment procedures are followed.   
 

 
II. Application Process 

A. Families New to Socrates Academy  
1. The open application process will be opened on the third Monday of November 

through the final Friday in January, (approximately 10 weeks) for all families new to 
Socrates Academy. 

2. Applications are available online, at the front office, and at the conclusion of each 
open house. 

3. Information sessions are held in late November or early December for next school 
year.  

4. The open application process will end on the final Friday in January or the date 
indicated on the application. 

a. Applications must be returned by the posted date to be included in the 
general lottery drawing.  



b. Applications must be received by 4:00 p.m. on that day to be included in 
the lottery. 

c. Applications received after the deadline will not be included in the lottery 
but will be added to the end of the lottery waiting list in the order they are 
received. 

5. Socrates Academy will honor the expulsion or suspension of an LEA.  To be 
eligible for the lottery, a student cannot be serving a suspension or expulsion at the 
time an application is submitted.  At the time the student has served the full term 
of the suspension or expulsion, an application may be submitted. 

 
B. Families Returning to Socrates Academy 

1. Students currently enrolled at Socrates Academy are assured of positions for the 
following school year. 

a. Families must submit the name of any siblings they are wishing to send to 
Socrates Academy in the following school year and must indicate as such on 
the Intent to Return Form. 

2. If, at any time, a family that was holding a space for the following year decides to 
leave Socrates Academy, they must complete an Exit Form and they will be 
removed from the list.  After completing the Exit Form, a decision to return to 
Socrates will require entrance into the general lottery, as outlined in section II (A). 

 
C. Siblings 

1. A sibling shall be defined as any of the following who reside in the same 
household:  half siblings, stepsiblings, and children residing in a family foster home. 

2. G.S. 115C-238.29F(g)(5) further clarifies multiple birth applications will have one 
surname entered into the lottery annually. If the surname is selected in the lottery, 
all multiple birth siblings shall be admitted. 

3. G.S. 115C-218.45 Siblings of students who have completed the highest grade level 
offered by the school and who were enrolled in at least four grade levels offered by 
the charter school  or, if less than four grades are offered, in the maximum number 
of grades offered by the charter school.   
 

 

 
III. Lottery 

A. General Information 
1. The order of preference for the Socrates Academy lottery is: 

a. Siblings (see definition in I (C)(2)) of currently enrolled students are given 
preference to available positions. A sibling lottery will be held to determine 
the order of placement for siblings. If no positions are available, a sibling 
waiting list will be established and used to fill spaces before the waiting list 
from the general lottery. 

b. Next, children of the school’s full-time employees receive priority 
enrollment and wait list status, not exceed 15% of the student body. 

c. Any students enrolled within the past 2 years but left for an academic study 
abroad, competitive admission residential program, or due to vocational 
opportunities of the parents will be readmitted before the general lottery. 



d. Next, general lottery applicants will fill spaces. Any positions available will 
be filled in order of preference and the remaining names are placed on the 
waiting list in the order they are drawn. 

 
 

B. Sibling Lottery 
1. Upon receipt of Intent to Return Forms, Socrates Academy will determine if a 

sibling lottery is needed. 
2. If the number of sibling applicants for a specific grade exceeds the number of 

spaces available in that grade based on returning students, a sibling lottery will be 
held. 

3. The sibling lottery will precede the public lottery and will be hosted on the same 
evening.   

4. All siblings will be given a space in the grade or on the waiting list before moving 
to a public lottery for that grade. 

 
C. Public Lottery 

1. Socrates will host a public lottery in February to select families, at random, to fill 
any open spaces for the coming school year. 

2. Attendance is optional by parents and legal guardians are strongly encouraged to 
attend, but attendance is not mandatory. 

3. The Board will host the lottery with support from the Academy Leadership Team. 
4. Duties for the lottery will be segregated by members of the Board and the 

Leadership Team.  All duties will be explained to parents on the evening of the 
lottery. 

5. When all of the slots have been filled, the lottery will continue until all names have 
been selected.  This process will determine the order of the waiting list. 

 
 
 

IV. Enrollment 
A. Notification & Confirmation 

1. Parents will be notified, in writing, of the position they received in the lottery.  
Acceptance packets and waiting list letters will be sent to the address on record. 

2. Families that received acceptance in a grade must return the paperwork noting if 
they accept or decline the offer of enrollment.  This letter must be returned to the 
school by the deadline included in that paperwork (generally ten days from the 
notification date).   

B. Requirements to be Fulfilled 
1. Prior to enrollment, accepted students are expected to: 

a. Meet all health requirements set forth by the State of North Carolina and 
exhibit records as such. 

b. Supply a transcript of grades and standardized test scores from the prior or 
current school. 

c. Complete all enrollment forms. 
C. Grade Level Placement 



1. Grade level placement will be determined upon receipt of the student’s final records 
for the current school year. 

2. Results of a nationally standardized achievement test must be submitted for all 
students enrolling in Socrates Academy who were previously home schooled 
regardless of grade level. 
 

D. Waiting List 
1. Socrates Academy will call students on the waiting list as spaces become available at 

that grade level. 
2. Socrates Academy will make every attempt to notify parents at every telephone 

number and email address on record.  If parents do not return these 
communications in a timely manner or the information provided is no longer 
accurate, Socrates Academy will send a certified letter via US Mail to the address on 
record.  A parent will have up to ten days to accept or decline the position.  If no 
answer is received from the family in that time frame, the offer of enrollment will be 
forfeited and the next person on the list will be called. 

3. Socrates Academy will stop filling open space at the end of the second week of 
January. 

4. The waiting list does not roll over to the next school year. A new lottery application 
must be submitted for all students who did not receive a position for the school year 
in which they applied. This includes siblings of enrolled students, all incoming 
Kindergarten students, and any student who is on the waiting list from the previous 
year’s lottery. 

 

 
 
 

 


