
Rising 7th Grade Summer Reading List & Project (2018-2019) 

Directions: Choose ONE book from the suggested reading list below. Scroll down for more 
information and details regarding the requirements for the summer reading project! 

Historical Fiction 

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry by Mildred Scott Taylor 

Fantasy 

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

Messenger- by Lois Lowry 

Gathering Blue- by Lois Lowry 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien  

Fiction 

The Skin I’m In- by Sharon Flake 

Fahrenheit 451- by Ray Bradbury 

Red Kayak by Priscilla Cummings 

Holes- by Louis Sachar 

Schooled- by Gordon Korman 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 

Slam – by Walter Dean Myers 

Non-Fiction 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (young readers edition) by William Kamkwamba 

I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives by Martin Ganda, Caitlin Alifrenka, and Liz 
Welch 

I Am Malala (Young Readers Edition) by Malala Yousafzai and Patricia McCormick  

Night- by Elie Weisel 

 

 



 

 

 
Part 1: Chapter Summaries  

 
You will be completing five chapter summaries throughout your reading. Each 
chapter summary must include the following elements: 

1. A description of the main events in each chapter. 
2. A description of the main character at this point in the novel. How did they 

change?  
3. A powerful quote from the text and an explanation of that quote. The 

explanation can show how the quote relates to a character OR be a 
personal connection.  

a. Quote relating to a character: “You fail to realize that it matters not 
what someone is born, but what they grow to be.” This shows that 
Albus Dumbledore believes that people can change based on the 
decisions they make throughout their life.  

b. Personal Connection: “You fail to realize that it matters not what 
someone is born, but what they grow to be.” Just like Albus 
Dumbledore believes that people can change, I’ve experienced this in 
my own life.  

 
You may use the template which is provided below, or handwrite your own. All 
sentences should be complete (containing a capital letter, punctuation, and a 
complete thought). 
 
*You must annotate a total of 5 chapters.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Annotation Guide 

Novel: ___________________________________               Author: ______________________________ 

Chapter Title: _________________________________ 

 

Main Events in the Chapter: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Description of the Main Character (How are they changing?): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Quote and Explanation: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

Part 2: Book Review 
Directions: Use the instructions below to complete your book review. There should be three 
paragraphs and a glossary.  
   

1st paragraph- Summary 

● Write about the setting, (where the story takes place, usually time and place).  
● Introduce the main character or characters in the story. Ex. What are character’s 

qualities, name, etc.   
● Discuss what conflict/problem the main character faces in the story.  

If you’re still having trouble starting, you can answer the questions who, what, when, where, and 
how. Min 5 sentences. 
 

2th paragraph: Opinion 

● Write about why you like or dislike the book. Give details, for example: Was the book 
confusing? Was it too easy to read or too hard?  Was it predictable/ believable? Did you 
like the ending? What was your favorite part?   

● What connections did you make with your life or other books?  Min 5 sentences.  
   

3rd paragraph- Recommendation  

● Explain whether you would recommend this book to another student or not?  
●  Rate the book from 1 (worst) to 5 (best), and give examples why you gave it the rating 

you did. Examples should include a quote or quotes from the book or a summary of the 
part of the book that you liked or did not like.   Min 5 sentences.      

 
Glossary: Vocabulary is an important part of reading and making note of the words that you 
read will help you grow as a reader. List a least 5 words that are new to you or words you think 
are worth mentioning and define them for full credit.  

 



7th Grade Book Review Rubric 
 

 5 4 3 2 Total 
Summary Includes 

setting, main 
characters, 
and the 
conflict 

Includes most 
of the details 
about setting, 
main 
characters 
and the 
conflict 

Includes 
minor details 
about setting, 
main 
characters 
and the 
conflict 

Lacks details 
about the 
setting, main 
characters 
and the 
conflict 

 

Ending Includes 
resolution of 
conflict and 
theme 

Includes most 
of the details 
about conflict 
and theme 

Includes 
minor details 
about conflict 
and theme 

Lacks details 
about theme 
and conflict 

 

Opinion Includes 
thoughts 
about 
author’s style 
& examples, 
connections 
and details 

Includes some 
thoughts 
about style, 
connections & 
details 

Lacks some 
personal 
thoughts 
about style, 
limited 
connections & 
details 

Lacks personal 
thoughts 
about style, 
lacks 
connections & 
details 

 

Recommendation 
& Glossary 

Includes 
explanation, 
rating, quotes 
for support & 
glossary of 5 
words 

Includes a 
brief 
explanation, a 
quote & some 
words for the 
glossary 

Limited 
explanation, 
quotes and 
words for the 
glossary 

Lacks an 
explanation, 
quotes and 
words for the 
glossary 

 

Conventions Clear, concise 
writing 
without any 
grammatical 
errors 

Few 
grammatical 
errors 

Unclear 
writing & 
various 
grammatical 
errors 

Unclear, 
lengthy 
writing, & 
many 
grammatical 
errors 

 

     TOTAL:  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



7th Grade Annotation of Text Rubric 

 5 4 3 2 Total 
Annotations Includes clear, 

concise 
annotations 

Includes clear 
annotations 

Lacks clear & 
concise 
annotations 

Unclear & 
lengthy 
annotations 

 

Text 
References 

Includes 
specific 
events/words; 
references 
connect to 
central/main 
idea; three 
references 

Includes 
events; some 
references 
connect to 
central/main 
idea; 
incomplete 
references 

Lacks 
reference to 
specific 
events; 
unclear 
connections; 
incomplete 
references 

Unclear 
references; 
unclear 
connections 

 

Inferences Includes 
logical 
inferences 
based on text 
references 

Includes some 
illogical 
inferences  

Lacks 
sufficient 
inferences; 
unclear 

Unclear 
inferences; 
absence of 
inferences 

 

Summary Concise, clear 
summary that 
includes main 
event(s) 

Concise, clear 
summary; 
minimal 
mention of 
main event(s) 

Lacks clarity 
about main 
events  

Unclear, 
unfocused 
summary; no 
mention of 
main events 

 

Conventions Clear, concise 
writing 
without any 
grammatical 
errors 

Few 
grammatical 
errors 

Unclear 
writing & 
various 
grammatical 
errors 

Unclear, 
lengthy 
writing, & 
many 
grammatical 
errors 

 

     TOTAL:  
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